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SOMETIMES

Carolyn Bell

Sometimes it’s just the sky,

the unknowable, the undone, the erased, the lost, the fragmented, the repressed,
the unexplained, the abyss, the dread, the roots, the doubt, the unnamed, the
empty, the impossible, the dream, the outcast, the hurtful, the hidden, the invisible,
the shadows, the trace, the irretrievable, the blue, the blown, the spatial, the
nonexistence, the displaced, the misinterpretation, the inexplicable, the nonlinear,
the sparrow, the incapable, the indexical, the disembodied, the void, the riverlike,
the impasse, the dust, the immaterial, the unintentional, the ephemeral, the line,
the overlay, the formless, the absence, the idle, the unseen, the threshold, the
palimpsest, the poetics, the contradiction, the dispersed, the fog, the sphinx, the
beyond, the silence, the failure, the forgotten, the unravelling, the unmaking, the
disused, the overlooked, the feminine, the ulterior, the felt, the uncertainty, the
minimal, the volatile, the inconsolable, the temporal, the death, the leftover, the
underneath, the mistake, the uncontrollable, the crux, the moon, the vanishing,
the question, the indifferent, the disarticulated, the immemorial, the i, the ruin,
the entanglement, the turmoil, the dematerialisation, the hum, the running, the
conceptual, the deficient, the broken, the titanium, the non-site, the abject, the
incandescent, the monstrous, the unwritten, the futile, the misfit, the inexpressible,
the rage, the five thousand, the blurred, the lament, the found, the unwanted,
the shift, the amnesia, the embers, the orgasm, the spire, the distorted, the
muse, the brick, the vestige, the echo, the residue, the passion, the indirect,

the translation, the missed, the impression, the hollow, the wind, the austere,
the effacing, the afterlife, the buried, the angel, the reflection, the processual,

the system, the love, the mist, the late, the torn, the partially, the unclear, the
release, the scar, the unacceptable, the accident, the estranged, the exception,
the whatever, the window, the dislodged, the shell, the outline, the boundless,
the secret, the minute, the edge, the alcoves, the until, the house, the apple, the
dismissed, the formidable, the mar, the earthly, the grid, the mirror, the mark,
the hour, the obscure, the cracks, the nuance, the still, the overthought, the
ethereal, the subtle, the transcendental, the weeds, the architectural, the armour,
the cage, the spine, the experimental, the perpetual, the imminent, the falling,
the symbolic, the melancholy, the guess, the escape, the drawing, the distance,
the wonder, the scales, the bone, the held, the curiosity, the in-between, the
masquerade, the affective, the collapse, the room of one’s own, the tenderness,
the mystery, the deconstructed, the resonance, the sensitive, the nonsense, the
knot, the irreparable, the favourite, the becoming, the metamorphosis, the Iull,
the quotidian, the bell, the untitled, the oscillating, the rustle, the waves, the
promise, the wander, the sin, the tautological, the indiscernible, the darkness, the
aside, the book, the fossil, the malaise, the gleaned, the decay, the existential, the
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blankness, the phenomenological, the unconventional, the systems, the change,
the rearranged, the stranger, the return, the rubbings, the liminal, the wish,

the archive, the second, the bricoleur, the paradox, the fleeting, the deep,

the delicate, the chance, the lightness, the divine, the numb, the whisper, the
rust, the breath, the lie, the web, the intimacy, the unforgiven, the drifting, the
wuthering, the dispossessed, the ambience, the fragile, the peeling, the sap,
the intangible, the eclipse, the unexpected, the slow, the idea, the passage,

the precious, the graphite, the solace, the raw, the memory, the vessel, the
tension, the care, the imprint, the disintegration, the miscellaneous, the wound,
the ghostly, the worn, the here, the womb, the simple, the illuminations, the
veil, the unutterable, the whirl, the vertigo, the withdrawn, the moment, the
enclosure, the imaginary, the promise, the linger, the enfolded, the surface, the
chamber, the duration, the mess, the inevitable, the atmosphere, the ground,
the stone, the instinct, the pure, the silhouette, the seam, the anemoia, the
land, the enigma, the desire, the rumination, the floating, the evanescent, the
rain, the synthesised, the detritus, the materiality, the lint, the precarious, the
oblique, the dwelling, the repair, the rot, the untied, the suspended, the puddle,
the waiting, the steep, the inconsistent, the whitewater, the gap, the sill, the
lichen, the wistful, the longing, the rest, the abandoned, the bare, the tidal, the
midden, the crevice, the shards, the fatigue, the endless, the hesitant, the slight,
the fraught, the murmuration, the inconspicuous, the sensuous, the transitory,
the geometries, the connection, the gesture, the vague, the held, the noticing,
the tethered, the quantum, the disoriented, the distraction, the burden,

the rapture, the thought, the core, the thorn, the miracle, the ecological,

the horizon, the gravity, the sentimental, the farewell, the decomposition,

the peace, the hopelessness, the interruption, the escape, the dredged, the
quietude, the incomprehensible, the deadline, the star, the joy, the spill, the
gasp, the transparent, the impenetrable, the wordless, the sullen, the reluctant,
the unfinished, the flux,

the hills the nothingness.

Carolyn Bell is from Otepoti Dunedin.
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